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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, GW, US, FR, BE 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED POLITICAL COORDINATION MEETING ON 
SHABA OPERATION 

1 . VAN WELL CALLED ME IN THIS AFTERNOON TO 
INQUIRE ABOUT A "POLITICAL COORDINATION MEETING" ON 
THE FRANCO-BELGIAN OPERATION IN SHABA WHICH HAD 
ALLEGEDLY TAKEN PLACE IN HEIDELBERG AMONG U.S., 

FRENCH AND BELGIUM REPRESENTATIVES. HE SAID THE 

FRG HAD RECEIVED INFORMATION ABOUT THE ALLEGED MEETING 
ON MAY 19 THOUGH HE DID NOT SAY WHEN IT HAD BEEN 
HELD. 

2. VAN WELL SAID THE FRG HAD NOT BEEN INFORMED OF 
THE MEETING AND GENSCHER HAD BEEN CONCERNED THAT 
HE MIGHT BE QUERIED ABOUT IT AT THE EC-FOREIGN 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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MINISTER'S MEETING (MAY 20-21) OR BY THE PRESS. 

VAN WELL SAID THE FRG WAS RELAXED ABOUT THE 
MATTER AND WISHED TO HELP IN INSTANCES SUCH AS SHABA, 
BUT WAS ANXIOUS TO AVOID CRITICISM THAT IT WAS UN- 
INFORMED OF EVENTS TAKING PLACE ON ITS OWN SOIL. 

3. IN REPLY, I SAID WE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH A 
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MEETING BUT I ASSUMED THAT, HAD IT IN FACT TAKEN 
PLACE, IT PROBABLY DEALT WITH MILITARY-LOGISTIC 
PLANNING RATHER THAN POLITICAL COORDINATION. IN ANY 
CASE, I NOTED THAT SUCH A MEETING WOULD MORE LIKELY 
HAVE TAKEN PLACE AT EUCOM THAN HEIDELBERG. I UNDER- 
TOOK TO LOOK INTO THE MATTER. 

4. VAN WELL ALSO MENTIONED IN PASSING THAT THE 
EMBASSY HAD ALREADY INFORMED THE FOREIGN OFFICE (IN 

A LOW-KEY PRESENTATION MADE BY AN EMBOFF EARLIER TODAY) 
ABOUT THE ROLE IN THE SHABA OPERATION OF U.S. AIRCRAFT 
STATIONED IN THE FRG. AT THIS POINT, I REITERATED THAT 
FRG-BASED AIRCRAFT HAD NOT BEEN USED IN AFRICA. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: INFORMATION ABOUT THE ALLEGED 
MEETING SO THAT I MAY REPLY TO VAN WELL. 

STOESSEL 
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